THE RELIGION OF ANCIENT ROME

occasions to special deities, as, for instance, before
the beginning of the sowing of the crops, appeal
was made to luppiter, and a special portion of
the meal (daps) was set aside for him. The
sanctlfication of the one occasion when the whole
household met in the day cannot fail to have had
its effect on the domestic life, and, even if it was
no direct incentive to morality, it yet bound the
family together in a sense of dependence on a
higher power for the supply of their daily
needs

We observed incidentally how the small events
of domestic life, were given their religious signi-
ficance, particularly in connection with the worship
of Lar and Genius, but to complete the sketch
of domestic religion, we must examine a little
more closely its relation to the process of life,
and especially to the two important occasions
of birth and marriage. In no department of
life is the specialisation of function among the
mmww more conspicuous than in connection
with birth and childhood Apart from the general
protection of luno Lucma, the prominent divinity
of ^Mdbirth, we can count m the records that
have cqi&ie down to u$ some twenty subordinate
spirits, who from the $w>ment of conception to
the moment of birth wafeohed, each in its own
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